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1 . SUMMARY: CONSULTATIONS IN NEW CALEDONIA, TONGA AND FIJI 
HAVE PROCEEDED UNUSUALLY WELL. ISLANDERS SEEM TO UNDERSTAND 
LIMITED NATURE OF OUR ASSISTANCE PROPOSALS AND HAVE EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATED OF OUR MODEST EFFORTS. 

2. IN NOUMEA TEAM RECEIVED WARMLY BY SPC, WITH DIRECTOR 
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GENERAL SALATO EXPRESSING HOPE THAT OUR VISIT INDICATED A GREATER 
U.S. INTEREST IN THE COMMISSION SPECIFICALLY AND IN SOUTH PACIFIC 
AFFAIRS GENERALLY. PERIODIC MEETING OF FISHERIES ADVISORS FROM 
THROUGHOUT THE REGION HEL COINCIDENTALLY AT TIME OF TEAM VISIT 
ALLOWED TEAM TO ASK LENGTHY PROBING QUESTIONS ABOUT PROPOSED 
SPC SKIPJACK TUNA SURVEY. OPINION OF ALL FISHERY EXPERTS, 

AS WELL AS TONGANS AND FIJIANS TO WHOM WE SPOKE SUBSEQUENTLY, 
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WAS STRONGLY IN FAVOR OF THE SURVEY. ON THE BASIS OF OUR CON- 
VERSATION WE TOO FEEL THAT THE SKIPJACK SURVEY IS ONE OF THE 
MOST USEFUL REGIONAL PROJECTS TO BE UNDERTAKEN IN RECENT YEARS 
AND IS WORTHY OF USG SUPPORT. ADMINISTRATION OF PROJECT AT SPC 
IS IN THE HANDS OF AUSTRALIAN FISHERIES EXPERT WHO HAS THE PRO- 
FESSIONAL RESPECT OF ALL IN THE AREA. 

3. VISIT TO TONGA WENT BETTER THAN ANTICIPATED. WITH TONGANS 
ESCHEWING UNREALISTIC, GRANDOISE PROJECTS AND FOR THE MOST 

PART CONCENTRATING ON AREAS IN WHICH WE CAN OPERATE. PARTICULARLY 
FRUITFUL HOWEVER, WERE DISCUSSIONS WITH CHURCH LEADERS WHO ARE 
CLOSELY IN TOUCH WITH VILLAGE NEEDS AND POSSESS THE ORGANIZATION 
ON TO WHICH MODEST ASSISTANCE EFFORTS CAN BE GRAFTED. NEW 
ZEALAND HIGH COMMISSIONER HERE IN SUVA, WHO IS MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE 
ON TONGAN AFFAIRS, AGREES THAT CHURCH ORIENTED APPROACH ORGANI- 
ZATIONS LIKELY TO BE MOST EFFECTIVE CHANNEL FOR U.S. PVC 
COLLABORATION. WE HAVE DEVELOPED FOR TONGA SEVERAL SUGGESTIONS 
ON WHICH WE WILL REPORT IN DETAIL IN WASHINGTON. CONTACTS 
IN TONGA WERE GENERALLY AT THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL. TEAM DID 
NOT SEE THE KING OR OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL FAMILY. 

4. IN FIJI TIME WAS PRIMARILY CONCENTRATED ON REGIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS, ALTHOUGH TEAM DID SPEAK WITH PERMANENT SECRETARY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC PLANNING. IN LATTER 
CONVERSATIONS TEAM EMPHASIZED THAT ALTHOUGH WE WERE SYMPATHETIC 
TO FIJI'S DEVELOPMENT NEEDS, WE FELT IT BEST TO CONCENTRATE OUR 
ATTENTION ON LESS WELL OFF TONGA AND WESTERN SAMOA. WHILE UN- 
DOUBTEDLY DISAPPOINTED, FIJIANS APPEAR TO ACCEPT OUR APPROACH. 
SESSIONS WITH SPEC AND UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH PACIFIC (USP) WERE 
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MOST PRODUCTIVE AND TEAM WAS ABLE TO DEVELOP AREAS PERTAINING 
TO BOTH INSTITUTIONS WITH WHICH THE U.S. MIGHT ASSIST. SPEC 
DIRECTOR ASKED PARTICULARLY ABOUT CONTRIBUTION OF U.S. SHIP 
TO PROPOSED FORUM LINE. TEAM TOOK APPROACH AGREED TO IN 
WASHINGTON WHICH DID NOT FAZE DIRECTOR AT ALL, WHO SIMPLY 
STATED THEY WOULD GET REHABILITATION COSTS FROM ANOTHER DONOR. 

IN FACT SPEC ASKED ABOUT TWO VESSELS RATHER THAN ONE SHIP. 

WHICH TEAM SAID THEY WOULD LOOK INTO IN WASHINGTON. EXPLORATION 
OF UNDAT QUESTION INDICATED THAT THIS IS INDEED USEFUL 
INSTITUTION WHICH DESERVES OUR TEMPORARY SUPPORT. FINALLY, 

CALLS ON AUSTRALIANS AND NEW ZEALANDERS HERE WHO ARE INITIMATELY 
FAMILIAR WITH THE AREA CONFIRMED THAT WE ARE PROCEEDING ALONG 
THE RIGHT TRACK. 

5. IN SUMMARY RECEPTION FROM ALL CONTACTS THUS FAR HAS BEEN 
NEARLY IDEAL. ALL APPPRECIATE OUR INTEREST BUT NONE EXPECTS 
TOO MUCH. ALL SEEM TO UNDERSTAND AND ACCEPT THE MODEST NATURE 
OF OUR PROPOSED ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES. HOWEVER, TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT HERE IT WILL BE IMPORTANT THAT MOMENTUM GENERATED 
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BY TEAM VISIT BE MAINTAINED AS WE SEEK TO IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS 
OVER THE COMING MONTHS. 

6. WOULD APPRECIATE IF EA WOULD SHARE THIS MESSAGE WITH AID 
ASIA ACTING ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR ADLER. 

FLANEGIN UNQUOTE VANCE 
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